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TACC cordially invites you to join with one another March 12-14, 2017 at the 
upscale Westin Stonebriar Hotel in Frisco, Texas, just north of Dallas.  This year’s 
theme, “Co-ops: They Come with Higher Expectations,” recognizes the challenges 
co-ops face balancing risk, profitability, and the needs of their members.  The  
program is designed to provide attendees with the tools to meet those high  
expectations!

We have an all-star line-up this year with something for everyone.  Featured 
speakers include the highest-ranked executive of a Fortune 500 company to ever 
become a whistleblower in U.S. history, the nation’s leading ag economist, son of 
President Gerald Ford, and star of the hit TV series “The Facts of Life.”  Our  
speakers will cover topics regarding business ethics, the future of agriculture, and 
building strong leadership along with a good dose of inspiration.  The three  
breakout sessions will feature nuts and bolts topics applicable to the everyday  
running of the co-op!  
 
In addition, we look forward to hosting this meeting at a new location.  The  
Westin Stonebriar Hotel promises to be an ideal destination that offers all the  
flavor and charm of Texas!  Tour the Dallas Cowboys headquarters, relax with a  
little retail therapy, or play a round of golf—indoors or outdoors—all within two 
miles of the hotel.   

Make plans to join us for a relaxing, enjoyable time. We promise to deliver an  
informative and entertaining program at a location your whole family can  
enjoy --- free from the hustle and bustle of downtown traffic! 
  

Tommy Engelke
Executive Vice President

Your Invitation to Attend...



Sunday, March 15 
1:00 - 5:00 p.m. Registration 
2:00 - 3:00 p.m. TACC Director Nominating Committee Meeting
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. TACC Board of Directors Meeting
5:00 - 5:30 p.m. TACC Officer Nominating Committee Meeting  
6:00 - 7:30 p.m. Reception 
 

Monday, March 16 
6:45 - 8:00 a.m.  TACC-PAC Breakfast 
7:00 a.m. - Noon  Registration 
8:00 - 8:45 a.m.  General Session (Kaitlin Roig)
8:45 - 9:00 a.m.  Break 
9:00 - 10:15 a.m.  Concurrent Breakout Sessions 
9:30 - 11:30 a.m.  Spouse Program (Murder by Chocolate)
10:15 - 10:30 a.m. Break 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m. Concurrent Breakout Sessions
11:45 a.m.-1:15 p.m. Award Luncheon 
2:00 p.m.   Golf Tournament and Free Time  
 

Tuesday, March 17
6:45 - 8:00 a.m.  Buffet Breakfast (Sponsored by Winfield Solutions, a  
    Land O’ Lakes Company)
8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  General Session (Damian Mason) 
9:00 - 9:15 a.m.  Break
9:15 - 10:15 a.m.  TACC Annual Meeting Membership Meeting
10:15 - 10:30 a.m. Break 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m. Breakout Sessions  
11:45 a.m.-1:30 p.m. United Benefits Luncheon 
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Meeting Schedule

Sunday, March 12 
 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m. Registration 
2:00 - 3:00 p.m. TACC Director Nominating Committee Meeting
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. TACC Board of Directors Meeting
5:00 - 5:30 p.m. TACC Officer Nominating Committee Meeting  
6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Welcome Reception 
 

Monday, March 13 
 

6:45 - 8:00 a.m.  TACC-PAC Breakfast 
7:00 - Noon  Registration 
8:00 - 8:45 a.m.  General Session (Mark Whitacre)
8:45 - 9:00 a.m.  Break 
9:00 - 10:15 a.m.  Concurrent Breakout Sessions 
9:30 - 11:30 a.m.  Spouse Program (Lisa Whelchel)
10:15 - 10:30 a.m. Break 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m. Concurrent Breakout Sessions
11:45 a.m.-1:15 p.m. Award Luncheon 
2:00 p.m.   Golf Tournament and Free Time  
 

Tuesday, March 14
 

6:45 - 8:00 a.m.  Buffet Breakfast (Sponsored by Winfield United, a  
    Land O’ Lakes Company)
8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  TACC Annual Membership Meeting 
9:00 - 9:15 a.m.  Break
9:15 - 11:00 a.m.  General Session 

•	 Moe Russell  
•	 Steve Ford

11:30 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. United Benefits Luncheon 
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Speakers
GENERAL SESSION

Monday, March 13, 2017
8:00-8:45 a.m.

Mark Whitacre
 
Mark Whitacre holds a Ph.D. from Cornell University and is the highest-ranked  
executive of a Fortune 500 company to ever become a whistleblower in U.S. history.  His 
story of corruption, bravery, double-dealing, then triple-dealing, became the subject of the 
2009 hit Hollywood film, The Informant, starring Matt Damon. It received four Golden 
Globe nominations. 

Whitacre, a high-level executive at Archer Daniels Midland (ADM) witnessed corporate greed at its best and agreed 
to be an informant to help the FBI develop a case against ADM.  He wore a wire for the FBI every day for three years 
to build what would become the largest price-fixing case in American history --- all while perpetrating his own fraud, 
stealing $9 million right under the watchful eyes of the FBI.  When confronted, Whitacre denied any wrongdoing, thus 
losing his immunity from prosecution and his claim as an American hero.  He served nearly nine years in a federal 
penitentiary for his crime --- all the while his wife and three children stood by his side.   

This story is the ultimate real-life lesson in business ethics --- but it’s also about hope, family  
commitment, redemption and second chances.  You won’t want to miss this compelling story!  He 
is being sponsored by the Farm Credit Bank of Texas in Austin.

Spouses Program 
Lisa  Whelchel  
Westin Stonebriar Resort
Monday, March 13, 2017
9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Lisa Whelchel, born in Littlefield, Texas, is perhaps best known for her starring role as 
Blair Warner on NBC’s The Facts of Life for nine years. Many also know her as a  
contestant on Survivor: Philippines (CBS) where she finished in the final three.  She has 
also been the lead actress in two recent Hallmark movies.  Her acting career began at age 
13 as a Mouseketeer for Walt Disney’s, “The New Mickey Mouse Club.”  She has since  
written many books with a primary goal to refresh and equip other mothers.  She is  
founder of MomTime Ministries, MomTime Get-A-Ways and Personal Mom Coaching 
and has received a Gold Medallion Nomination in the Family and Parenting Category for her written work.

Lisa has a passion for encouraging mothers from all walks of life and relates personally to the overwhelming and 
diverse experiences of parenting. Her book topics range from homeschooling, to spiritual growth for busy moms, to 
family communications issues and more. She has even published a devotional prayer journal 
especially for grandmothers.

Join us for some tasty refreshments while Lisa shares her story and inspiring message! She is  
being sponsored by the Texas Agricultural Cooperative Trust. 
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Speakers
GENERAL SESSION 
Tuesday, March 14, 2017
9:15-10:00 a.m.

Maurice (Moe) Russell 
Moe Russell is the nation’s leading agricultural economist and co-founder of  
Russell Consulting Group.  His firm provides marketing and financial advice to 
crop and livestock producers.  With its proven model of risk discovery, planning 
and analysis, Russell Consulting helps its clients reach their farm’s financial goals 
and desired profit marks. 

Moe grew up on a diversified grain and livestock farm near Monticello, Iowa, and is still involved in production 
agriculture.  He graduated from Iowa State University with a degree in Agricultural Business and earned an Executive 
MBA degree from University of Nebraska at Omaha.  Prior to starting Russell Consulting, he spent 26 years with Farm 
Credit Services.  He is currently on the faculty of the “The Executive Program for Agricultural Producers” (TEPAP) 
program at Texas A & M University.

If you want to learn how to mitigate risk, increase profitability, and what the future holds for  
agriculture, this is a must-see session!  He is being sponsored by CHS, Inc. in St. Paul, Minnesota.

GENERAL SESSION 
Tuesday, March 14, 2017

10:00-11:00 a.m.

Steve Ford 
On August 9, 1974 Gerald R. Ford assumed the reins of the presidency following the  
resignation of Richard Nixon. Suddenly, Steve Ford was thrust into the role of “First Son.”

Steve’s experiences as the President’s son encompass a broad range of fascinating subjects: 
being 18 years old and having ten Secret Service agents as constant companions...his father’s 
pardon of President Nixon to help put an end to the infamous Watergate affair...two  

assassination attempts on his father’s life...his mother’s bouts with alcoholism and breast cancer.

Steve has also enjoyed a successful acting career for over 25 years appearing in over 800 hours of film and television 
productions, appearing in the hit movies Transformers, Black Hawk Down, Contact, Armageddon, Starship Troopers, 
Eraser, Heat, and When Harry Met Sally, just to name a few.  

In addition, before becoming an actor in 1979, Steve worked on the professional rodeo circuit as a team roper and still 
ropes today in his spare time. He was also involved in the thoroughbred race horse industry for years during the 1980’s 
and 90’s as an owner, breeder, racing manager and race track executive.

Growing up in the White House, his years in Hollywood, and his battle with alcoholism have given 
Steve a unique perspective that helps others rethink their own lives.  Join us to hear Steve share 
inspiring stories of character and leadership.  He is being sponsored by Triangle Insurance of Enid, 
Oklahoma.
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Hotel Reservations

HOTEL INFORMATION & ROOM RESERVATIONS
The Texas Agricultural Cooperative Council will be holding the 2017 Joint Cooperative Meeting at the Westin 
Stonebriar Resort in Frisco, Texas.  All activities will be held at this property.  It is best to secure your hotel 
rooms early so please contact the hotel as soon as possible.

Reservations: Please call the hotel to make reservations
888-627-8441

Rates are $169 single/$179 double
OR

  Make reservations online at TACC 2017 Joint Cooperative Meeting.

 ✓ All reservations must be made no later than February 20, 2017 to ensure the special rate.  All  
  reservations must be guaranteed by a valid major credit card.
 ✓ All cancellations must be made within 24 hours of arrival.  Reservations cancelled after 24   
  hours prior to arrival will be assessed one night’s room and tax.
 ✓ All rooms should be available for check-in no later than 3:00 p.m. with a check-out time of  
  12:00 p.m.
 ✓ For more information about the hotel, visit their website at http://www.westinstonebriar.com/.

 
The Westin Stonebriar

1549 Legacy Drive
Frisco, TX 75034

972-668-8000

Hotel Features 
 ◊ In-room spa services.
 ◊ 200-foot lagoon style pool complete with waterfalls and a whirlpool.
 ◊ Championship 18-hole golf course.
 ◊ The hotel is located approximately 25 miles north of downtown Dallas and about 20 miles  
  from both Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport and Love Field Airport.
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Conference Activities

         Breakout Sessions
 
 ◊  One breakout is always reserved for the most high-profile regulatory agencies impacting farmers  
      and cooperatives. This year, this session will include information regarding new fees, regulations,  
      and regulatory trends. 

 ◊  Organizational tax affairs are always of top concern, so plenty of time has been devoted to this  
      topic with the leading co-op CPA in the state. He has seen it all and will report on recent cases of  
      interest, as well as answer your personal tax questions. 

 ◊  Regardless whether Obamacare is repealed soon, major changes to it are happening NOW until  
      a replacement is approved.   We’ll have a discussion on what is changing, how it impacts your  
      co-op, where Congress stands, and timelines.  The purpose of this session is to prepare you for  
      what’s next, answer your questions, and give you some tools to assist in the transition.  

 ◊  One session will be dedicated to this state’s premier co-op attorney, Gary McLaren.  He will  
      discuss case examples of legal proceedings – all in an effort to better co-op directors, CEOs, and  
      the firm itself.   Come share legal concerns that have been keeping you up at night --- he is FREE  
      to participants during the meeting and will be available to answer questions privately.  

TACC-PAC Activities
 
Silent Auction 

 

This year, at the Joint Cooperative Meeting, (March 12-14, Frisco, Texas) our aim is to have another  
interesting and exciting auction with lots of variety, but we need YOUR contributions! 

While your co-op is able to donate an item to the silent auction unlike in the past, PERSONAL  
DONATIONS are strongly preferred for Texas Ethics Commission compliance purposes.

(You may also donate cash --- personal cash preferred --- and ask TACC to purchase the items for you!)
 

Let us know if you would like to donate by FEBRUARY 17, 2017.
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Conference Activities

GOLF TOURNAMENT
The Frisco Course (972-668-8748)
Monday, March 13, 2017
2:00 p.m. Shotgun Start
PRICE: $155/PERSON
 
No need to drive…simply walk to the Westin Stonebriar 
Hotel & Golf Club just outside your room and enjoy their 
championship 18-hole Frisco golf course designed by Tom 
Fazio, America’s #1 golf course designer. With its dramatic 
landforms, subtly contoured greens, native grass order areas and masterful bunkers, this golf course truly 
feels as if it’s evolved over time. Fazio’s design improves on nature to create a golf experience unlike any  
other. Full of special touches, Stonebriar rivals even Fazio’s most famous courses: Pinehurst #8, Shadow 
Creek, The Quarry at La Quinta and others.
 
Golf fees must be paid prior to the tournament!  To register for the golf tournament, use the Joint  
Cooperative Meeting registration form.  Please list your handicap or last score to assist in setting up the  
tournament teams fairly.  Checks should be made payable to “Texas Agricultural Cooperative Council.”

TACC-PAC Breakfast 
Monday, March 13, 2017
6:45-8:00 a.m.

 
State Representative Lynn Stucky, Sanger, Texas

Although he is not confirmed, being that our annual meeting is in Frisco, we felt it opportunistic to  
approach the state representative representing that part of the state.  R) State Representative Lynn Stucky is 
a first-timer to Texas politics---being elected in November 2016.  Even more important, he was supported 
by all Texas ag groups during the election process.  Both he and his wife were raised on farms in Kansas and 
are proud members of the large Mid-Kansas Co-op Association in Moundridge, Kansas.  His role on the 
farm, and that of his brother, became much more pronounced when he lost his dad at age 11.  Representative 
Stucky attended Kansas State University and has a veterinary practice in Sanger, Texas near Denton.
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Family Activities Near Hotel
The Star in Frisco
 
Come experience where the Dallas Cowboys train and work throughout the year. The Dallas 
Cowboys World Headquarters at The Star in Frisco, Texas is a destination created to allow fans 
to connect with the team in ways they have never imagined.

 
       

 
iFly 

 iFLY Dallas, one of the most advanced wind tunnels in the world, is located  
approximately two miles from the hotel.   iFLY is in an indoor  

skydiving experience that recreates the thrill of skydiving without 
having to jump out of a plane.  At iFly, no experience is  

necessary!  Anyone from age 3 and up can fly.

The Shops at Legacy  
Treat yourself with a little shopping or night on the town at The Shops at Legacy  
located three miles from the hotel.  The Shops at Legacy offer guests a taste of Texas 
as they “discover where unique meets boutique.”  

Top Golf
TopGolf is a premier golf entertainment complex that features games, food and fun less than 
two miles from the hotel.  The only entertainment center of its kind, TopGolf offers a unique 
indoor golfing experience using microchip technology inside golf balls to track every player’s 
shot and keep track of points.  It is fun for the whole family and all skill levels.

 
WinStar World Casino 
Experience the world’s largest casino just over 60 miles from the hotel featuring over 
600,000 square feet of gaming floor pulsating with nonstop entertainment. Explore eight 
impressive city-themed gaming plazas featuring 7,400 electronic games, nearly 100 tables, 
off-track betting, Bingo, Keno and high stakes.   The WinStar Global Event Center has 
played host to many big-name entertainers, as well, such as John Legend, Blake Shelton, 
Luke Bryan, Maroon 5, John Mellencamp, Dolly Parton, Lionel Richie and Lady  
Antebellum.
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Meeting Registration
To pre-register for the Joint Cooperative Meeting, register online at ONLINE LINK HERE.  You may 
also complete the registration form included in the mail-out and send to the TACC office.   
Complete one registration form for each attendee.

RetuRn the RegistRation FoRm By maRch 3 to:
Texas Agricultural Cooperative Council

1210 San Antonio Street, Suite 101
Austin, Texas  78701

512-450-0555—Office
512-450-0655—Fax

coop@texas.coop

The registration fee is $395 per attendee, if received in our office no later than 4 p.m. on Friday,  
March 3, 2017.  After this date, the registration fee will be $420.  Spouses and children are  
exempt from paying the registration fee.  Meeting registration is required as it provides a definite 
guarantee for total number of attendees, name badges, meal functions, and meeting room  
arrangements.


